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National Focal Points: EU food safety 
“connecting hubs”
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• Established in 2008, the Focal Point (FP) Network consists of 

representatives from the national food safety authorities : 
members from all 27 EU Member States (MS), Iceland and 
Norway (orange), as well as observers from Switzerland and 

EU candidate countries (violet)

• Mission: National FPs act as connecting hubs between EFSA 
and their relevant national actors and actors of the other 
countries

• Vision: A “fit-for-purpose” and sustainable network of 

national FPs, working together with their national relevant 
actors and actors in the other network countries, in 
partnership with EFSA, to contribute to a resilient food safety 

system in Europe

• France : ANSES

• Germany: BfR
• The Netherlands: NVWA
• …



Since 01/01/2023, a new operational 
framework (until 31/12/2027)
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- Multilateral requests,

- Risk assessment plans,
- EU Library for food safety 
guidance, 

- FRAE (Food Risk Assess 
Europe), …

- EU-FORA (EUropean FOod Risk 

Assessment Fellowship Programme,
- xORA (eXcellent One Health Risk 
Assessment Education), …
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Food Risk Assess Europe (FRAE)

• An open access repository of selected scientific reports from national 

food safety agencies across the EU. 

• National food safety agencies perform scientific assessments primarily 

related to their national boundaries, and these can also be relevant at 
the European level. 

• Member States can enhance their contribution to European food safety 
by submitting their scientific assessments to FRAE, giving more visibility 
to their work and leveraging knowledge for the benefit of all.  

• FRAE provides English abstracts and summaries where needed. The 
articles can be filtered by country and language. 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/publications/food-risk-

assess-europe
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EU Library of Food Safety Guidance

The EU Library gathers guidance documents related to food 

safety and produced by EU national competent 
organisations and risk assessors

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/eu-library-food-safety-

guidance-documents
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BfR World Food Safety Almanac

EU Food Safety Almanac: overview of the public 
authorities responsible for food safety in each EU 
country

➢ Supported by EFSA and by National Focal 
Points

https://worldfoodsafetyalmanac.bfr.berlin/

Special editions (in 2017) for the countries of the 
European Neighbourhood Policy (including Morocco 
and Tunisia), and one the Community of Portuguese 
Language Countries

German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment 
(BfR)

https://worldfoodsafetyalmanac.bfr.berlin/


For more information on how EFSA 
works with national risk assessment 

agencies such as ANSES:
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ANSES website : 

https://www.anses.fr/en/europe-and-
international/maintaining-close-links-european-
union-agencies

EFSA website:
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks

/eumembers#focal-points-eu-food-safety-
connecting-hubs

Thank you for your attention!

Salma Elreedy
European and International Affairs 

Department
ANSES (French Agency for Food, 

Environmental and Occupational Health & 
Safety)
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