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National Focal Points: EU food safety
“connecting hubs”

Established in 2008, the Focal Point (FP) Network consists of
representatives from the national food safety authorities :
members from all 27 EU Member States (MS), Iceland and
Norway ( ), as well as observers from Switzerland and
EU candidate countries (violet)

Mission: National FPs act as connecting hubs between EFSA
and their relevant national actors and actors of the other
countries

Vision: A “fit-for-purpose” and sustainable network of
national FPs, working together with their national relevant
actors and actors in the other network countries, in
partnership with EFSA, to contribute to a resilient food safety
system in Europe

France : ANSES
Germany: BfR

The Netherlands: NVWA
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Since 01/01/2023, a new operational
framework (until 31/12/2027)

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/infographics/focal-point-
network#infographic-documents
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FPs’ operational framework
STRATEGIC ORIENTATION
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» FPs to act as connecting hubs between EFSA, national

A fit-for purpose and sustainable network of national
actors and relevant actors from other countries.

FPs working together to contribute to a resilient food

* FPs to address EFSA’s and national needs and
priorities for a cohesive food safety system in Europe.

* FPs to foster the creation of partnerships.

safety system in Europe.
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Advisory Forum (AF)

FPs support the AF in the
practical implementation of
activities related to networking
and scientific cooperation.

National Competent EFSA Scientific
Organisations Networks (SNs)

FPs manage the EFSA List of FPs keep regular exchange with SNs
Competent Organisations, facilitate participants, support cooperation
networking and collaboration National among FF, SNs, AF and EFSA
between organisations, and Management Board members, as
facilitate the inclusion of new Focal Points well as experts' nomination process.
organisations on the list. (FPS)

Other relevant

national actors Observer Countries

FPs support expertise mapping at MS FPs work closely together with

national level to ensure the identification representatives from Switzerland and EU
of relevant experts and to raise the candidate countries to ensure food safety
visibility of EFSA's work. across Europe.
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AREAS OF WORK

Knowledge and information |l Engagement, collaboration
management and support & partnership

Capacity building
to scientific production

- Multilateral requests,
- Risk assessment plans,
- EU Library for food safety
guidance,

- FRAE (Food Risk Assess
Europe), ...

- EU-FORA (EUropean FOod Risk
Assessment Fellowship Programme,

- XORA (eXcellent One Health Risk
Assessment Education), ...
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* An open access repository of selected scientific reports from natior
food safety agencies across the EU.

Online ISSM: 29401399
PrintISSN: 2340-1399

HOME ABOUT BROWSE

* National food safety agencies perform scientific assessments primarily
Food Risk Assess Europe (FRAE) is an open access journal publishing selected scientific articles from the
e A B et e e o g 5 related to their national boundaries, and these can also be relevant at
community for foad and feed safety and to leverage the knowledge generated by the national
the European level.

agencies for the benefit of all

Articles

* Member States can enhance their contribution to European food safety

ik assssment of the producton of seaueed in the Netherlands: food sefety and by submitting their scientific assessments to FRAE, giving more visibility
5. M. Schrap, | WH. Biesterbas, M. Bovers, AE | de Jong, SN. Kuper, DT.H M. Sijm

P to their work and leveraging knowledge for the benefit of all.

Abstract | PDF  References

Repore o e Scemtfic Commist o he Spanish Agencyfor Foad Safetyand * FRAE provides English abstracts and summaries where needed. The

ion (AESAN) on Hereditary Fructose | (HFI), or aldolase B

deficiency, and fructose malabsorption (intestinal fructose intolerance) a rt icl es Ca n be fi | te re d by cou ntry a n d Ia n guage .

Araceli Diaz Perales, Irene Bretdn Lesme: gel Gil lzquierdo, Gema Nieto Martinez,
Silvia Pichardo Sanchez, Maria de Cortes Sinchez Mats, Maria Angeles Carios Chilierdn

First Published: 4 june 2026
Abstract | PDF  References

B Open Access

Mycotoxins in plant-based drinks (soy, almond and oat): the BfR updates its

assessment of their health risks based on newly collected data https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/publications/food-risk-

German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR)

First Published: 23 April 2026 assess-euro D e
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EU Library of Food Safety Guidance Documents

Published: 8 April 2026

The EU Library gathers quidance documents related 1o food safety and produced
by EU national competent organisations and risk assessors

des entries collectad by members of Advisory Forum

The EU Library
with the support of the national Focal Points. It will be updated at least annually

1o ensure the inclusian of any new guidance and updates of exsting ones.

Showing 14 documents

Integration of the exposome in ANSES's work (U

Country: France Publication year: 2023 Institution: Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de [simentation de Fenvironnement et du travail (ANSES)

OPINION of the National Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety on a supporting document for the
guidelines of the decree of March 7, 2011 the of efficacy of aids used as
decontamination agents for foodstuffs of plant origin (0

Country: France Publication year: 2023 Institution: Agence nationsle de sécurté sanitaire de [zimentation d Fenvironnement et du travail (ANSES)

OPINION of the French Agency for Food, Environmemal and Occupational Health Safety on a guide for assessing the specific
health risk of nanomaterials in products intended for food (1)

Country: France Publication year: 2021 Institution: Agence nationale de sécurité sanitaire de [aimentation. de fenviromnement et du travail (ANSES)

OPINION of ANSES on gui
of function claims

ines for assessing claims relating to animal feed - Assessmem of dossiers containing evidence

Country: France Publication year: 2018 Institution: Agence nationale de sécurté sanitaire de [zimentation d Fenvironnemsnt et du travail (ANSES)

OPINION of the French Agency for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health Safety regarding the update of the
guidelines for the evaluation of guides to good hygiene practices and the application of HACCP principles (O
Country: France Publication year: 2012 Institution: Agence nationabe de sécurité sanitaire de [zlimentation. de lenvironnement et du travail (ANSES)

Scientific and technical suppon note flom me French Agemy for Fnod Envi
10 "rules for
calculations related to e:posure assessmant‘ ()

Country: France Publication year: 2018 Institution: Agence nationale de séourité sanitaire de [aimentation. de fenviromnement et du travail (ANSES)

nmental and Oc:upannna\ Healm Safew ralated
aids and

The EU Library gathers guidance documents related to food

safety and produced by EU national competent
organisations and risk assessors

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/eu-library-food-safety-

guidance-documents
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German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment

(BfR)
BfR EU Food Safety Almanac: overview of the public
authorities responsible for food safety in each EU
World Food Safety country
Almanac » Supported by EFSA and by National Focal

Points

Special editions (in 2017) for the countries of the
European Neighbourhood Policy (including Morocco
and Tunisia), and one the Community of Portuguese
Language Countries

https://worldfoodsafetyalmanac.bfr.berlin/

Cairo, EGYPT 2 OCTOBER 2026


https://worldfoodsafetyalmanac.bfr.berlin/

EX

REPUBLIQUE 4
FRANCAISE W
it anses

Fratereivt

Thank you for your attention!

For more information on how EFSA Salma Elreedy

works with national risk assessment

agencies such as ANSES: ANSES (French Agency for Food,

Environmental and Occupational Health &

ANSES website : Safety)
https://www.anses.fr/en/europe-and-
international/maintaining-close-links-european-

union-agencies

EFSA website:
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/partnersnetworks

/eumembers#focal-points-eu-food-safety- MGFSQ B FOCAL POINT

connecting-hubs
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